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?a train passes, and make a recordi on a
tally sheet of the fact, but also to make
a record of the time the train passed the
lower tower and the one above him as
Thus, each operator makes these
entries for every train,
What a Mistake Would Mean.

The physical labor involved is heavy
{ and the unerring attention to duty must
Each block must be kept
agalnst any incoming train until
the one ahead has passed out, and the
operator at the next station signaled
clear. Carelessness in this respect would
be likely, on a double track, {0 cause a
rear-end collision, or a head-on crash
oii a single track. Any violation of this
{ rule, therefore, cause for instant dis-
missal, even though no harm results,
! Bus s theése railway operators must
be, they are compelled to work twelve
hours at a stretch, and for the attention
and clearness of thought they are com-
pelled to exercise they receive only $55
a month. And they dare not make mis-
takes, The towers near this city are
especially busy. The one at Fourteenth
where trclleys enter the main
is presided over by L. A. Hamilton,
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In All Walks of Life
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Whose Slightest

Error Would
Bring Disastrous
Results.

ger signals and close the block at each
end. The drawbridge man must also set
his own signais. Shouid he neglect this,
or fail to inform the operators, it is easy
to see what might happen, for weather
would often prevent anyone on the shore
end from seecing whether or not the draw
Was open.

From the Naval Observatozy on
Georgetown Heights thers is zend out
each day a signal that registers the ex-
act hour of noon for this meridian. By
it all the ciocks of ths big telegraph
eompanies and railways are regulated,
and the various time-balls on bigh bufld-
ings fall when it iz sounded. It serves
to regulate the chronometers of the ship-
piong along the Atiantic coast,

Working the “Time Ball™®

Should Lieutemant Commender Hay-
den, who is here in charge, make an &~
ror as the star crosses the face of the
transit, or neglect to pay ottemtion to
the pulsings of the obwvarvatery olock—
which beats every second up to 28, siip-
ping 28, so as to give warning of the
half second, and skips from 55 to 59,
sounding ons before the minute—grave
things might happen. Here & slight er-
ror would be worsse than a Iarge ons, for
the slight error would probably pass un-
detected, - whila if the difference was

wide, the skippers would declare their
chronometers right and the observatory
Wrong.

The consequences following the depart-
ura of a vessel with her chronometers
wrong could easily be serious. Her reck-
onlpgs would be upsst, and, in these
days of “steamship lanes™ & vedsél = féw
miles—comparatively speaking—out of
her course would be in constant danger
of collisicr. But in sending out the
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